
 

 

Genesis 15:1-6;  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;  Luke 12:32-40 
 
Ok, so today’s sermon starts with a confession, which is 
this: I am not quite sure what theology of the second 
coming I hold to. People being raptured into the sky or 
mysteriously vanishing without notice, I’m pretty sure I 
don’t believe in. I’m also not sure about the idea of Jesus 
literally descending on a cloud, going ta-daaa, I’m back!… 
(and how would everyone see him on a spherical 
planet?), but that leaves the question, what DO I think the 
‘second coming’ is? 
Throughout the Bible there is what scholars label 
apocalyptic language, which means descriptions of the 
end times. We find Jesus saying a few things in the 
gospels which can be taken to indicate that he will return 
in person at some point, triggering the end of the world as 
we know it, and Saint Paul is a lot more explicit, but it 
may not surprise you to know that theologians of various 
flavours hold quite differing views on what makes the 
most theological sense. 
Prophetic language in the bible is always tricky, because 
we are obviously reading it from our vantage point of 
today, modern western culture, whereas the original 
context is in a vastly different time and place. Some 
events prophesied in the Bible have subsequently taken 
place, so are no longer in the future tense from our 
perspective. 

Interestingly, the theologian N.T. Wright holds this view 
about some of Jesus’ apocalyptic language about the end 
of the world, like the sun and moon being darkened, the 
stars falling from heaven, and, Jesus’ analogy in today’s 
passage of a master returning from a wedding feast at 
night. Wright does not believe that Jesus was referring to 
the end of the world at all. But instead of referring to 
some still-future final moment, Wright sees this as Jesus 
talking about momentous historical events such as the 
Roman-Jewish war, and the fall of Jerusalem in 70AD. 
 
Similar apocalyptic language is used by the historian 
Josephus in describing significant events of his day, so 
there is precedent to support this theory. Then some 
scholars view Jesus’ references to his return as being 
about the resurrection - Jesus using dramatic prophetic 
language about unknown things yet to be, but perhaps on 
a shorter timeline than we assume. 
 
As far as today’s passage goes, Wright muses that 
although it has “often been taken as predictions of Jesus’ 
final return, Luke throughout his gospel seems to suggest 
that they refer principally to a complex of events which 
Jesus knew would happen within the lifetime of his 
contemporaries…” So for us today, we need to take this 
prophetic language with a pinch of salt. Jesus may well 



 

 

be referring to things which are now in history, in the past 
from our perspective. 
 
There are some scholars who hold that ALL biblical 
prophecy falls into this category, and that everything 
hinted at or warned against in scripture has already been 
fulfilled. Others disagree with this conclusion, and one of 
the joys and trials of the Bible and our faith is that it is 
always open to interpretation and disagreement, and 
there are many different views on many subjects which 
can have great integrity. 
As things stand, I haven’t spent enough time reading and 
reflecting to have concluded what I think the second 
coming looks like. Perhaps you aren’t sure either. Maybe 
that is what Jesus is alluding to when he speaks of a 
robber coming at an unknown hour, but maybe not. 
 
But all of this said, today’s gospel reading does have an 
undeniable element of exhorting us to be prepared, to be 
ready and waiting, for something… We aren’t quite let off 
the hook, no matter how unformed our theological 
opinions on some things might be! 
 
There are some very clear themes in Jesus’ teaching 
which have come through in our readings over the last 
few weeks, but I would summarise one of the big ones as 
being security. 

Last week we heard about the man who thought he 
needed bigger barns for all his crops, unknowing that he 
was going to die that very night, meaning all his wealth 
didn’t do him any good. We’ve heard Jesus talk about 
sparrows being cared for, and God knowing each hair on 
our head. Today Jesus reminds us that all material goods 
wear out, that all our riches do nothing for us in the end, 
so we are better off concentrating on gathering heavenly 
wealth. Again and again we are asked, where do we find 
security? 
 
Jesus is using all of these mini parables and stories and 
connections with real life to try and shape the mindset of 
the people who are listening to him. He’s trying to change 
the way our human brains are wired, telling us over and 
over that we spend so much time and energy worrying 
about things that are not, really, worth it. He’s introducing 
the idea of this bigger picture, of us being held in the 
security of God’s love, and that it is more important to live 
mutually caring lives with our neighbours than it is to 
concentrate on continually advancing ourselves. 
 
In a way it is very Lenten. During Lent we think a lot about 
repentance, which means ‘to turn’, to reorientate 
ourselves. That is what Jesus is trying to get us to do 
here, to turn, to orientate towards God. 
 



 

 

Now, this is easier said than done. I’m sure if we met 
Jesus saying these things today we would think he was a 
crazy person - who in their right mind just gives away 
everything they have? Who doesn’t want the security of a 
nice house with locks on the doors, having enough 
clothes for every occasion, keeping a well stocked fridge 
and a car with gas in the tank? 
A very American thing I’ve noticed that you don’t get in 
England is the little signs people stick in their front lawns 
that advertise the alarm system protecting their house. 
Telling the world - hey, this house and all the things in it 
are kept safe, so don’t even think about trying to break in. 
This is all mine, and me and this house are secure. 
 
And yet, these things are not true security. These things 
do not really hold anxiety or fear at bay. These things 
don’t give us generous spirits, or mould us into Christ-like 
people. These things do not bring about the kingdom.  
 
And we all know this, deep down. We know that fulfilment 
and joy are not found in these things, but still, we keep on 
wanting and trying and buying and holding stuff to 
ourselves, like a child attempting to gather all the toys into 
their own lap. How often are we the man from last week - 
thinking, huh, I need a bigger stuff-holder to hold all my 
stuff, then I won’t need to worry about anything!... Like 
that ever works. 

So Jesus tries to change our mindset and tells us it is 
better to draw our security from God, that we do not need 
to be afraid, that we need not try to find our worth or 
safety in things. Instead, he teaches us that we can even 
find security in letting go. In fact, it’s pretty logical if you 
think about it. The less stuff we have, the less we have to 
worry about things being broken, stolen, lost, wearing out 
and so on. So surely, less stuff - less anxiety? But the 
idea of having nothing, or even just less, is scary, 
unnerving, uncomfortable. 
 
Famous people often have catchphrases. If I say 
‘Bazinga’, some of you will immediately think of Sheldon 
in the Big Bang Theory. Well, Jesus’ catchphrase is, ‘do 
not be afraid’. Jesus wants us to find how to live in God’s 
security, without anxiety, so he keeps offering 
reassurance. It echoes through the gospels: ‘God knows 
you intimately - do not be afraid.’ 
 
Faith, as we heard in the letter to the Hebrews, is to have 
hope, and to believe in what we cannot even see. To let 
go of all the things we gather around us thinking they will 
keep us safe. To trust in God’s provision, like Abram did 
even in the face of old age and barrenness. We believe, 
through hope and faith, that God is with us at all times, 
and loves us at all times, and longs for us to be fulfilled in 
this knowledge. 



 

 

So today’s gospel asks us to inhabit this reality as 
children of God not through passive waiting, complacent 
and comfortable, but in active participation. Asking 
ourselves the questions Jesus asks - where do we draw 
our security from? What are we doing with the gifts and 
riches of our lives? Are we building up treasure in heaven 
rather than clinging to it on earth? 
This is what it is to live a life shaped by faith, to return to 
God again and again, to be reminded even in our 
moments of anxiety that we need not be afraid, because 
a wealth of faith built up through reliance on God can 
sustain and carry us through all the difficulties life can 
throw at us. 
So whatever your theology of the second coming might 
be, or whatever you think heaven will be like (hopefully no 
clouds or harps in sight!), Jesus asks us to be future 
orientated and turned towards God, because in the end 
what we are headed towards, with our hands empty but 
our hearts full, is at the end of our life an encounter with 
the divine. 
So do we know what the future holds? No. Do we know 
what the second coming will look like? Probably not. But 
Jesus asks us to be ready to live in faith and let go of our 
anxious clutching of all our precious things, to instead 
nurture and cultivate a spirit of generosity, secure in the 
knowledge that we are beloved. 
Amen. 

 
 
 


